popularity of Panditji's example, it was proof also that
we had not learnt the art of self-restraint,
POVERTY NO SHAME
The second difficulty to which his attention was
drawn was that while the Congress had been in the
wilderness it had set before the people the ideal of
service, self-denial and simplicity. In those days it was
difficult to collect even a lakh of rupees. Today, the
Congress Government was in charge of crores of rupees
and could raise as much as it liked. Were they to spend
it as if there was no change from foreign rule to indi-
genous rule? Some people seemed to think that India's
leaders and ambassadors must live and spend money
in a style befitting their independent status and vie with
independent America and England in stylishness. They"
thought that such expenditure was necessary in order to
uphold India's prestige in foreign countries. Gandhiji
did not think so. Independence was not synonymous
with stylishness or pomp. We had not cut our cloak
according to our cloth. There was no merit in hiding
our poverty. India's status in the world depended
upon her moral supremacy which her passive resistance
had brought her. In this she had no rival as yet, for the
other nations, great or small., were proud of their arma-
ments and military valour. That was their capital.
India possessed only her moral capital, which increased
with the spending. On any other condition the Congress
claim to revolutionize values, when they came into
power, would be forfeited. People criticized the Ministers
for accepting high salaries and not bringing the arti-
ficial British standard down to the natural Indian
standard. These critics knew nothing of the private life
of their Ministers. But the fashion was for Congressmen
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